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One hundred penolypes from the wild germplasm of Hever brasionsis were subjorted to a
preliminary study on variation. Observations on girth, height, leaf ares, bark thickmess, venile
yield, total number of latex vecsel rings and donsity of lates vessels por Ang wete made, General
mean valucs of the wild germplasm for all the characters cxoept fur height, sitrgte leaf arva and
density of latex vessels per ting were found to be lower than that for the eantrols. MT 90 showed
a highervalue for tolal number of latex vessel rings and Aensity of lalex vesseld per Ting, huvendle
vield of the wild germplasim was very low compared b that of the conbrols, Among the three
provenanos - Acre, Rondonin and Marto Gross, the genotypes eom Makte Grosso showed a
general superiorily {for all the characters cxcept grirtly, huight and leaf area. Yield, leaf area and
tolal number of latex vessel rings gave higher whmates of GOV, H and GA.
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INTRODUCTION All those have necessitated the explo-
ration of the primary centre of origin of the
crop, the Amazon forests, for collection and
comservation of Ine high variability. The
expodition organised by the Tnternational

Rubber Eesearch and Development Board

The Heveg seeds thal could effec-
tively be introduced from Brazil into the
eastern hemisphere by Wickham in 1876
were only a lew and had been collecied

from a Hmited area near the confluence of
the rivers Tapajoz and Amazon. Compared
to the large spread of the spedes in its
natoral habitat, the collection from this
minuscule arca represents only a very small
gene pool {Schultes, 1977). Intansive dirvee-
tional selection over the years for yield
alone has further narrowed the gemetic
base,

in 1951, covered a wide range of agroclimatic
areas in three states (Acre, Rondonia and
Matlo Grosso) in Brazil, The explomition
netted a total of 63723 geeds and 1522 m of
budwood (Inkernational Rubber Research
and Development Board, 1982} coliceted
from 194 exceptionally good trevs. These
genotypes were distributed to IRRDB mem-
ber countrics and those received in India




