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The extent of natural damage and crop lass in rubber plantations in the estate seclor was studied and the
aronomic 10ss was estimated based on o life cyde approach, The results highlighted the contradicBons
belwren puputar perceptions and field-level data on the nature of natural damage whirh was dominated
by wind {66%) across different age groups and regions, The dominance of weather-related damage (7995
indicales limited rele of policy interventions torgeted towards preveniive mechanisms. However,
identification of phasewisc sourees of domage curing the: entire life cyele assumes significance sifce the
generation of reliable annual database on the natural damage i cubber plantations is an essential pre-
renuisite for the adoption of policy inftalives for mirimising loss through the coverage of com prelwnsive

imsurance schemes.
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INTRODUCTION

Throughout the haman history, natural
disasters have caused immense finaneial loss
and loss of life with lung-term implications
on the development and survival of the
affecied regions and countries. As
agricultural production is highly dependent
on weather, water availability and other
weather-related  parameters, natural
disaslers will have serivus impact un the
performance of the agricultural sector.
Agricultural production can vary widely
from vear to year due to unforeseen weather
and discase/pest infestations, causing wide
swings in yiclds and thercby affecting
commodity prices. These wide swings in
yiclds and outpul prices generate high
variability in larm income. At the farm level,
yleld risk is generally greater than price risk.

Given that revenue is the product of price
and yield, the volatility in yield will
generally contribute more to income risks
than price volatility. Clearly, yield output
risks in agricullural production process have
important implications for farm profitability
and survival and this also bears serious
repercussions for the dependant industries
and communibes {Farwood ef gl., 1999;
Martin ef af,, 2001; Skees ef al., 2006).

In India, agricultural production has
been highly prone to uncertainties
originating mainly from on-farm risks due
to nafural calamities such as wind, ﬁ;e, {lood,
drought, efe. and off-farm risks oceurring
frum price movements, market uncertainties
and government palicies. The impact of such
damage will be mare serious in the case of
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