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Pl e e el
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Larcx tramn was prepared from natueal rabber and a blend of natural ruliber 2nd styrene butadiene rubber nsing
abuived wsing rubber seed oil svap was compurable w that of the foam prepared using potassium olcare and
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be comparable to potassium oleate as foaming agent in blends of NR and SBR latices for foam production.
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INTRODUCTION

Rubber tree (Hevea frasiliensis) is
widely used as the source of natural rubber
{NR) and its sced has been found to be vich
in ail (Potey, 19805 Handasan, 1992; The-
mas et &, 1996). The dried kernel of the
seed conrtains about 429 oil and it is ex-
traceed usually by the cxpulsion process.
Rubber seed oil (RS0) is a light yellow
coloured semidrying oil.

RSO contains abour 18-22% saru-
rated and 78-82% unsacurated higher Farcy
acids. The composition of farty acids in RSO
is mven in Table 1. There are several indus-
trial applications for RS, Tt has scrong
potential to substruee linsced oil in alloyd
production {Aigbodion, 1991, 199%;
Aigbodion and Okieimen, 199%; Aighodion
et af, 2000, 2003, Higbudiun and Millag,
2000, 2001; Coomarasamy, 1977). It can
also be used in the manufacture of paint,
linoleum, svap, factice {Donnelly. 1963;
Flint et «l, 1969; Vijavagopalan, 1971;

Fernando, 1971), varnish (Williams, 1950;
Haridasan, 1977}, leather industry
(Vijavalakshmi ¢z 2f, 1988) and preparation
of grease (Njoku and Ounonogbu, 19935}
Avcording w Nandanan e 2l (1999) RSO
can be used us o muldipurpose ingredicnt in
NR and SBR compounds. It was zlso evalu-
ated as an alternative to diesel oil as fuel
{Perera and Dunn, 1990). Fpoxidised tub-
ber seed oil (ERSQ) (Vijayagopalan and
Gopalakrishnan, 1971) is used in the for-
mulation of soticortosive coating, adhesive
and alkyd resin coating (Agbudion, 1994).,
Use of RS5O, ERSO and iws lead and barium
salts as heat stabilizers for PVC has been re-
ported (Okieimen and Ebhoaye, 1902,
1993a; 1993b}. "L'here are reports on the
use of WSO and ERSQ in matural rubber
compounds for improving the procfsability
characeeristics and physico mechanical prop-
erties [Aighodion & 2f 2000),

Potassium oleate is commonly used as
the foaming agent in latex foam producrion.
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