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SCLEROTIUM COLLAR ROT OF HEVEA SEEDLINGS AND
TS MANAGEMENT
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A coltar eok disease of Hevw brasiffensis had sproad in 1987 on seed permination beds for the
firsk time in 5ri Lanka, devastating, e than 10000 three muynths old seedlings, Fhe ciausal
organismn was ilentified as Scolercfinm roifsfi Sace. and ity pathogenedty was confirmed.  The
symptims were yellowing of leaves and rotting of the stem at the collar region followed by
rollupse of planis, The presence ol white cottony mryecdium on the siem and the seed coat was
evidem

Anwong sven chemicals evalusted in witrs by poisoned foo technique captan {0L02%), thiram
(N.02%), formaldehyde (0,054, Lenaomyl (0.2%) and mamcozeb (002%) could check e mnoeth
uf the pathogen successiully. In pot culbure trials only formaldeliyle (0.32%) and tebuconazole
(L&} were effective i controlling the pathugen swithout any phytotoxic effecl. The dimease
wias complelely rhecked in raditinnal buoing of soil ncduded 28 2 treatmend in prot cultuee trial

and none of the seedlings or hypocatyl region of germinating seeds were found to be aftected
with 5. rfsif,
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contiml, Sri Lanka.
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INTRODUCTION 1990 and 1991 destroving more Lhan 50

percent of the seedlings in the germination

A cullar rol discase of rubber (Heoea
brasiliessis) seedlings had spread in 19587 on
seed germination beds for the first time in
5ri Lanka devastating more than 10,000
Lthree months old seedlings.  The ecausal
organism was identified as Scleroltum rolfsis
Sacc.  (IMI herb No. 319716, perfect stage
Corticiron rolfsif Curzi) and ifs pathogenecity
was confirmed by fulfilling Koch's
postulates (Javasinghe ¢f al, 1988). TRe-
peated attacks were observed during 1985,

beds.

This is the first delailed account of
the cccurrence of collar rol disease of Heveq
in 5ti Lanka. This disease has not been
recorded from other rubber growing coun-
tries (Intcrnational Rubber Researod and
Developrnent Board, 1988) except for one
report that 5. reifsii had infected and killed
germinating rubber seeds in Malaysia (Weir,
1429).




