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LOW WINTER TEMPERATURE REST BASED TAPPING
SYSTEM FOR TRIPURA AND NORTH BENGAL
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Fornulztion of an appropriste tepping system is one of the prime requitemenrs in Morth East Indis because of the
prevalenee of low winter remperature. eavy rainand high wind speed unlike thar in the wraditional rabber growing
regions ef Tndin. The: peal: vielding periods mostly coincide with periods of luw enperatu e o this ceplon. Tn omler
ree optimize the wpping in chis repgion, theee dilTerene trials were carcied out in oro aproclimatic 2ones namely,
Agaruala in Tripura and Nagrakates in North Benaal. The teeatments were ovo g spsrems (Ye8d02 and WSdd 3
el low winter cempersqure rest bascd on different minimum wmpercoire repimes, 'Uhe swody wis oonducred for
Frve yeaes un a high viclding clooe (RRIM 8000, It was observed that uider the %5472 svstems of 1apping
13-13"C and 12-12% rest regimes were the best combinarions for Apartala anl Nagrakara tespectively, The post -
rest petiod (sumener) vicld under chese regimes were higher.

Anorher experitent was condnceed o 2 lanoers ficld in Magichecra, | ipura with the clone RRIL 105 tellonying che
YL 8di2 sysrem of tapping and resc regimes of 10-10°C. 12-123C and 15-15°C with trees tapped withour rest as
comtrol, Under rainguarded conditions the vield in the 12-12% rest regime was found 1o be nn par with that of
L5-1342 foor this clone,
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[NTRODUCTION

The climutic conditions in North Last
{NE} India where rabber (Hevea draritiensis)
cultivation has been introduced is Jifforene
from that in waditional culber TOWING regions
and hence warrant development of appropriate
technology for crop harvesting, lemperature
extrumes are one ob the importane ¢limatic
limitaticns in this region.

Latex production in A &rasifiensic is
affected by lucalized environmenteal factors like
temaperature {Jiang, 1988} which influences
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tapping (Shuochang and Yagang, 1990, soil
rnoisture deficir, relative humidity, wind spucd,
sunshine hours and slope of land (Alliang,
1984}, A 10 day mean minimum emperarure
of over 22°C is conducive for latex regeneration
and an ambient temperature of 18-24°C
cotncicles with aprimam yield {Shangphu,
19865 Shuvchang and Yagang, 1994
Photosynthesis is impaired a1 10°C, and below
5PC irreversible frost-damage appears
(Werzian and Yanging, 1990). A continuous
improvement in yield under 145 /3 system of




