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Tsvor hundred smd forty polyclonal rubber seedlings were planted in 1990 at Nagrakata, Jalpagouri, West
Bengal, in completely randomized design [single tree-single plot} at 5x 3 m spacing and they were compared
with a clomal composite population of 18 clones and a menwclonal block of clone KEIM 60 planted e the
same peac Tappable girth wos attained after ning yoares of graw th, Rarly goowh characlers of this polydonal
seedling bledk were comparable with that af denal composite Block and menoclonal block of BRIM 60U in
Lermsof peroendage of heallthy plants, wind damage, winlering-refoliation pallern, TPD and discase severity.
The pepulations differed in average girth. Mean girth at iniiaHon of tapping was voly 3.2 ¢ in the
polvclonal Rlock compared to 554 ¢m in the clonal composite block and 55,8 cm in the RETMW 600 Block, The
percentape of plants that attained ppable gicth by the eighth year of growth was similar in the polyclonal
seedling and clonal compasite blocks (63 and 605, respectively) bot was ralalively high in RETM a0} [70%).
The average block yield of ERIM 600 was higher than that the palyclmal seedling and clonal composite
blocks. I'he percentage of plants showing above-average block vield was similar in all the combinations. &
total of B7 plants showed more than the average block vield every year uver 10 vears in the palyclonal
seadling black. The mean yicld of fhese B7 selected mather trecs (4005 g/11) was on par with the nonoclonal
block of REIM &0 (390 g/tft} and was higher than that of the cdlonal composite block (34.4 2/t The Lrend
af vield increase aver vears in the monoclonal black of RETMW 600 was beiter than thatin the polydonal and
clonal composite Blocks, Eighteen bop ranking polyclonal seedling trees were found to show mean yield
above 45 gitft over 10 yoars of tapping and had geod bole volume, possessing the characters required fur
putential muther trees,
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INTRODUCTION

Rubber {(Heves brasiliensiz), being
conventionally adapted to a tropical
environment, needs to be tested in non-
traditicnal environments prevailing in north-
eastern India also, considering Lhe limitation
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in area expansion in the traditional belt.
Tdentification of planbing materials suited to
this region is of prime importance®and in
this dircction, selection from multiclonal
populations would he an easy approach.
However, no single done can address the




