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The sikc of size and grpe of polybags and that of nursery practices un reoting characreristics of polybagzed plancs
vf Hemea brasifiensis was siudied. Direer seeding in polybags significantly inceeased the length, gicth and dry weight
of tap muts. The lateral and feeder roots were more (or plancs raised by direct secding, Ln goneral, larger polybags
had 2 positive effect on ront gruwth. Retaining che planws in the polybags beyond 10 wenths after sowing resuleed
incurling of lp roor. 1twas concluded that polybagged planes raised by direer seeding had berter roas growth, which

helped in their herter survival o (ield plancing,
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INTRODUCTION

Advanced planting marcerials in the
form of polybagped plants have become a
widely accepred plating marcrial in the cul-
tivation of Hevea brasiliensis, These maten-
als have helped in reducing the immarurity
period of rubber tree {Abraham, 1980). It
has been reported dhat 83,5 per cent of fields
of small growers in [ndia was planted with
polybagged  plants  duning 1287
{Krishpakumar and Nair, 1999). Budded
plants with well developed root systems are
more efficicnt in absorbing water and nutri-
ents (Samarappuli ef 2l, 1996). The eftect
of the type of planting material on the roor-
ing habits of the polybagged plant could be
a vital component in the initia! vigour and
establishment of the plans. Not much in-
formation is availabic on the effect of root
erimming on the subsequent growth of the
tap roor. The developmene and distribu-
tien of fine roodets (feeder roots) have greac
influence on the srowrh and nutrition of the
tubber tree (Soong, 1976).

The growth of tap root being most
importanc in anchorage of the plant, proper
documentation of the rooting is essential.
Therclore, information regacding the pattern
of rooting in planting materials raised un-
der different conditions s presented in this
paper with the objective of decumenting
tooring habits of planting marerials grown
in polybags of different sizes with and with-
out botrom and to study the effect of root
rrimming on the subsequent growth of the
tap root.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was undertaken at Central
Experiment Station of Rubber Rescarch In-
sriture of India, Chethackal, with 12 treac-
ments replicated four times in a completcly
randomised design, The treatments were as
follows: *

T, A : Seedlings raised in 55 x 25 cm
polybags and allowed to grow in the same
bag after budding,

T, B : Scedlings raised in 55 x 25 ¢m
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