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NURSERY EVALUATION OF HEVEA GENOTYPES
OF THE AMAZON BASIN
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Genolypes obtained from the IRRDEB spoosored fever prospection miszion were ovaluated for

nursery «characters at the Rubber Resesteh Instioute of Mipgetio in February,

1930, Scion

hcight and stem diamewer had  high coeiTicents of yvariation of 33 and 31 per cent respectively

umd] they weore found to be adequate for estimating menetic vuriahility in ffeves.
wore  abtsfned  in this  siodw.

varybility and correlations

High penetic
The entre coollection from

the Amazan basin i3 therefore promising for fotues broedine work.
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INTRODUCTION

Prospection is often carried out to broaden
the genetic base in breeding pragrammes
and to protect the existing  germplasm
againgt genctic croson.  The focus of Hevea
prospection has been the Amaron basin
which is the centre of origin of the penus.
In 1981, the Timernativnal Rubber Research
and Devclopment Board (TRRDB) spon-
sored  Hevea prospection in the Amazon
basin covering three states in Brazil viz.,
Rondomia, Mato Grosso and Acre.  Multi-
plication nuorseries  were  established in

Malaysia and Cote $'Tvoire,

The Rubber Research Institute of Nigeria
collected 2822 genolypes from the IRRDE
multiplicationn nursery in Cote d’Ivoire in
Apiil and May, [988 for conservation
and evaluation in Nigeria. This study
was conducted to  irvestigate variahility
among (hesc genobtypes uwsing  morpho-
logical [eatures of leaf, Tush and trunl.

MATERTALS ANTD» MLTHOTM

The IRRDE prospected gepotypes were
abtained =s buodwood and budded onto

slack seedlings raised [rom unsclecled secds
in the Rubber Resesrch Institute of
Migeria. The suecess[ul budgralel nlants
were maimained m Lhe nursery for hardening
and transforred to the gene pool garden.

The gene pool garden was established
at a gpacing of 60 x 90 ¢cm  and che {irgl
cemsus  was  laken i Seplember, 1988,
Cvaluation was carrted ouat in February,
1990 for  1he  following  morphological
wharaclers:

1, Stem diameter (at 30 ¢m [rom Lhe
ground);

Scion height;

Numther of flushes;

Length of second internode; and
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Mumber of leaves at third leall whorl.

Data were collected on a sample of three
plants per genotype and amalysed for the
{following parumelrcs: means, coefficient of
varialion and the {en  possible inler-
character correlations which were tested
for significance.  All the three provenanecs




