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South American keaf blight (SALB}, waused by Micracyeius wled, remaing a1 problem of ovarriing
imporiimnee in ubbor (Hevea bravitionsisy cultivation in Brazil, The  dissasc s widelr disiri-
huted and is respunsible for poor lates vickd, Ressarch on this disease & concentrated on
epidemiolegy, developmenl of resistance, discase avyiduner mochanisms and chemical contal.
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One ol the original habitats of the rubber
tree {Hevew spp) is the Brazilian Amazon
bazin where 10 to 1! Hevea species ocour.
Other ateas of origin are located in Botivia.
Pert, Fewador, Guyena, Surinam  and
Venezuela (Gonealves et al, 1983, The
centre of origin is localed between latiludes
3* MNorth and 15° South of the American
comiinent i an area of approximately six
million km?.

Among the Soulh American countries,
Brazil has traditicnally been closely asso-
ciated with the production of the para
rubber. LU was, until the 19108, the world's
chiel supplier of natural rubber, the source
being the rubber collectod from Fieveg
tees prowing naturally in the tropical
rain forest. Toduy the situgiion hus changed
drasucally. Brazil contributes to only less
than 1 per cont of the world natural rubber
production and is importing more than 75
per cent of its present natiral elas{omer
needs (Bernardes er ai., 1990).

Brazil starled to establish rubber plan-
tattons like some Asian countries from the

189405, Besides the early plantations of
the Tord Company in Fordlandia and
Belterra, Para, investments in rubber plan-
tations were alsc started in the 1960 in
sauthreas; Bahia aud Jater in Sao0 Paulo
ami Malo Grosso ((oncalves =f o, 1983).
All these attempts to establish large scake
Tubber eullivation in Brazil failed wainly
due to attacks by discases, n particular
South American leaf blizht {SALB), causcd
by Microcrelus wiei (P. Hennl) v, Arx.

The MNational Rubber and il Palm Re-
scarch Centre established in 1975 in Manaus,
Amarpnas State, iz actively involved -m
rubber rescarch. Areas of research in SALDR
include ¢pidemiology, disease resistance.
disease avoidance rnechanisms and chemical
control. This paper discusses the enrrent
slatus of research on SALB ip Brazil with
patrticular reference 1o some recent tindings
of interest.

Epidemiology

Leaves of the rubber trec arc susceptibie
to M. wler infections only in their growth




