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Five spstemic and conracr fungicides incorporated in a petroleum wound deecssing compound weee evaluared for the
contrel of  pacch canker discase caused by Phytapbrbors spp. in the Hepes drasifienséc clane PB 260 1o conyparisun
with Bordeaus pasie, Amwing them, mancoseh, metalaxsl+mancozeb, phosphorous acid and thinphasphate were
found o be effective. However, coasidering consistency of disease control and che cose of weatments mancozeb is the

fung]cidu: of chuice {or the controf of the disease,
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INTRODUCTION

Patch canker or bark canlker is a wer
weather discase affecring rubber (Heves
brasifivnsis) trees of all age groups. This dis-
ease was firsr reporred from Sri Lanka in
1903{Young, 1955). Lactct it was noticed in
other countrivs, [n Malaysia the disease is
reported to be caused by Phtopbebora spp,
{Rao, 1975). In India, Phyrophihora
patmivera, B weadii or Pythinum vexans are
associated wich rhix diseuse. Pillay and
Gearge (1980) reparted chat Pyibinm wens
is usually isolaced when the infecion is no-
ticed at collar or root region

The pathogen gains entry inside the
bark of the twrees through wounds/ervacks
turmed on the bark due w owistdng of ees
in fashing winds, lightning and farm imple-
ments [Kachandaraman and Tdicula, 20040,
In the early stages of disease development,
copious exudadon of latex s nouced. Some
rimes reddish or purplish cxudation of sap
may also be seen. The exudates laer dry up

to form black screaks below the affected por-
tign, Latcx cxudared becween the bark and
wood in the affected arcas coagulates under
the bark ac the site of infection forming a
pad, which protrudes oue as a bulge on the
bark. The lutex pad can casily bc removed
by cutring open the bulged bark. The pad
eouits a foul smell. When the disease reaches
an advanced stage decaying of bark wich
discolouration of wood is observed. In most
cases, 1 patch canker infection can be de-
teeted before it tully penecrates chrough cor-
tex tor the cambiurm. | lowever, if left alone,
it may damage the cortex nghe down w the
cambitm and spread laterally 5o tong as the
growth conditions are favourable for the
pachogen. Tt may thus cxeend over large ar-
cas of bark Ultimarely the affected portion
becomes weak leading to breakage Bf tree
during heavy winds, The most serious cases
of parch canker are those in which the tree is
actacked at the collar region. The disease may
spread rapidly around the base of the wee
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