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tile-a-mninaee weed {Manea micraarbe F1LB KD, a tst growing herbaceous ol imber, is a nexious weed in agricubnural
and oon-agricoloural areas of Kerala, India. The aileloputhic clieens of M. micransha when used as fresh mulch,
inwerrpenrared in soil and ax wter seeracrs of the weed (0, 1, 2 and 4 percent) were studied Lging test crops (cowpea,
rubiserand rice). M. micranshie had negative allelupachy on rubbor { Hevag brasifionsis) seedlings, causing veduction in
heighe and weight ol seediings, On the cemrary, it had posicive allizlopathy on gruwth of rice and newtrd effect an
growh of cowpea. The study indicaiad thar the infostadon of A7, micnamher in vubber plancacian or in nursery may
aave deleterious eftect on growth of A. Aeasifiensis. [Ualso showed that chis weed can be ucilized as green leaf manure

far rice wislour any adverse cffeer ure 1he crep,
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Mikania micrartha {Family - Asieraceue)
an mtroduced alien weed found in Kerala,
India, is a vigorous creeping and climbing
plane native to Tropical South and Central
America, Te was fiest reported from Kerala in
1968 fram a rubber plantation in Korcayam

diserict (MNair, 1968}, Now it is a scrious

weed in agriculural and non-ageiculeural
areas of Kerala. Because of its quick growdh
and fast spreading nature, it is culled “mile-
a-minute weed” and “climbing hempyvine”.
Earlier M micrantha was ericd as a cover CTOp
for rubber tn Malaysia and Indonesia, but
later it was realized thar it has some dclete-
rious ¢ffect on the growrh and yield of
rubber (Weng, 1964). [0 was also reporred
that cxcrace of A mdécrantbaz concain
allelochemicals, which depress the growth
of rubber, tomuto and cover crops inhibir

the in-witre growth of fungi and depress
nitrification in soil {Weng 1964). Studies
on the allelopathic effect of M. micrantha on
Aspstasia futvwsa, Chrysopagen aciculates and
Laspalar conjugainm reported a ncgative
effect on the germination and growth of these
weed species (lsmail and Mah, 1993,
Pasitive cttect of M, micrantha on the growih
and yield of crops have also been reporeed.
Suharte and Santoso (1986} used
M. micvanrba leaves as green manure. Sgha
1985) reported an increased yield of rice
by using this groen manure, As M. micrancha
i now a major weed of agricultural and
non-agricultural areas in Kerala, studics on
1ts allelopathic effect (Rice, 1979) on major
crops like rubbur, cowpea and tice werc
carried out.

A por culiure experiment was
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