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Imi stiucle i the eflecl of nursery peactices cn growth and yield of {feses brasifiensis 1rees iowas observed thac the Field
performance of hench-gratted planrs is comparahle o char of nuesery grafoed planes. The pracrice of high budding
and different merhods of deep plaoting had 1 inlluence on growth of budded stumps in the field, Polybag planc
cxhibiced superioricy in growth over budded scumps during e ioitial stages. Thete was no uproating of plants

irrcspective of the roeatments,
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Rubber ( Hevea brasiliensiz) plantations
are normally raised from high yiclding clonal
material propagated by bud gralting, fn e
gr:—]i:ring us'mj_f, a lud }‘J;ll.{:h an stocks Elony-
ing in a ground nursery is the widely ful-
lowed meothad of propagation, A variant of
this technique called bench-grafting is prac-
ticed in Citrus (Mahlstede and Haber, 1966);
pine, Maguelia, ovak, Rhododendren
{Muacdonald, 1986); Pirea {Macdonald,
190); walnue (Bhat e 2f, 2000; Solar e
al, 2001} and grapevine (Revende er af,
2001). Tois a prafiing mechod performed
on 1 work-bench inside covered saucturcs
{Mahlstede and [laber, 1966; Macdonald,
1986}, Par this, stock planes are removed
[rom the soil and budding is carvied our in-
doors. This is usually acdopted under ad-
verse chmatic conditions For outdoors graﬁ-—
ing such as severe cold. extreme summer and
heavy rains. Bench-grafting of brown buds

of five popular rubber clones on wn mond-
old srock p]ants I:T'»’f:aru.ttukala[‘n and
Varghese, 1993), and green buds of the clone
RRII 105 ou six menth-old steck scedlings
{Marattulalam and Varghese, 2000), has
heen successfully performed on Hevea
brasifiensis.

In the normal budgrafting procedure,
hud:ling is carried our just above the collar
region of the stock plant and auring plane-
ing, very lintde stem of stock 1s buried in the
soil. Tt is reported char if budding is carried
our at a higher level and a longer portion of
the stock stem is buried in che soil while
planting, the plants develop additional roocs
from thar region, resulting in more crans-
planting success, vigerous growth in“the ini-
tal manths and berrer anchorage (Yoon and
Ooi, 1976; Yoon and Ooi, 1978, Nair,
1983; Yoon er al, 1983; Tiong and Kheng,
1987). 1n such studics, the buried aproot
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