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A study was conducied to understand the vield performance of trees geown from polycrass seeds

" of rubber in the North Konkan region of Western India, which has a sublumid type clisnate with
high tempetature and soll meisture deflicits in summer as the major constraints tor the growth and
productlivity of the crop. Daka on tubber vields collected on each tapping day from two blocks of
trees fonned the basic data from which monthly, seasonal and annual yields wete caloalabed. Fopu-
latiom characteristics like frequancy distribution of various yield classes and the wield contribu-
tions of tree groups categurized on the basis of yield levals were worked out, Monthly block yields
increased gradually with the onset of monsoon, peaked after the momsoon, sustalned up & Decemn-
ber arnd declingd thereafter. Contribution of post-monsoon season b tokal yield was about 52
58% while thar of moensuem and dry seasons were almost similar with 21 to 28%. Yield level cat-
agory lallying classified 68% of the trees as tow, 20% as medium and 6% as high yielders. Cuontri-
bution in yield of B bees b the total was 49, 24, 11 and 16% respectively. Mezn annual yield of
about BAD kg ha /annum (with a range of 610 to Y38 ki) over seven year of tapping was compa-
rable with that in the tradibional region. The study indicated that though MNorth Konkan experi-
ences a long rainless period with more than three menths of high temperature and drought condi-
tions, rubber cultivation may be viable under judicious agromanagement practicac.
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INTRODUCTION
In India, rubber (Hevea brasidiensis) is
traditionally cultivated in the zone lying
between 8% 15'N and 12°52'N latitudes cov-
ering the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Karnataka. Most of the area lies to the west
of the Western Ghats, whetre the total rain-
fall, its distribution and ambient tempera-
tures are suited for the crop. In view of the
limited scope for further expansion of atea
in this zone, cultivation of the crop was ex-
tended o less congenial but potential areas
{Sethuraj ¢t al., 1989). One of the regions
selected was the North Konkan region of
western India (15 to 20°N). High tempera-
ture and soil moisture deficit in summer are
the major consiraints curtailing the growth
.and productivity of the crop in this region

{Sethuraj ¢f af, 1989; Chandrashekar ¢ al,
1990; 1994; 1996; 1998; Moharkrishna ef al.,
1991; Vijayakumar et al., 1998).

Generally, Heven plantations are raised
from high yielding clonal budgrafts. Plan-
tations raised from seeds are rare because
of their high genetic variation in growth and
yield that results in low productivity per
unit area. Nevertheless, such plants have
several advantages such as ease in establish-
ment, vigorous growth and good survival
in adverse condifions. These planjations
precasionally throw up potenbal high yield-
ers that may become future clones. Before
1970s, most of the plantations were from
either unselected or polyclonal seed popu-
lations. Buf reports on yield performance
of seed derived plants frum the traditional




