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INPUT SUBSIDY AND CHANGES IN CULTURAL PRACTICES :
A CASE STUDY OF RUBBER SMALLHOLDINGS IN KERALA

E. Thurian George

Gentge, k. T. 019%2). Input subsidy and changes in vnltural practices : A case sterdy of Tubber
smallboldings Lo Kerala. [odion Jourusl of Watwal FKubber Kescarch, 5 (1&2) : 100-106,

Tmpact of the Lnput rabsidy scheme, intraduced by the Rubbor Board in 1956-87 on culturil
practices uf unallholdings was analysed, bascd on o moltistage selective random sampling
sdrvey covering 3 regrioms gnd 207 membor geowers attached to 23 Rubibor Preoducers Sociotios.
Wide inter-regiomal varations on aceount of regionsspecific factors were evident, Lack of
awareness about improved tochnigues and rescurces were the main constraints during the pre-
scheme period. Al the thirteen subsidised inparks were availed of only in one region. Amonyg
the inpats chemical forlilizers was the most popular. Althowgh the nel impact of the scheme
oit ¥iedd conld not be asseceed | e study bas identified e patkern ol changes in the oultural
practices. The net cost saving on account of a shift in favour of straight fertilizers during the
pustscheme peried was [R5, 326 per hoctare. The additional mandays gemirated docing
I1988-80 was 3419 and estmaled subsicly was Rs 68187 per levtare. Constralnts; in the
application of subsidised inpubs wers idenbified and need For actension services in selected coxey
o Hined,

Foy words 1 Matural rubbey, Inpat subsidy, Smallhold lngs, Fxtension, BEmployiment generation,
Karala, India.

K. Tharian George, Rubber Nessarch Insdouee of Tndi, RKothayam - 686 004, Kerala, India.

INTRODUCTION

Natural rubber (NR) is one of lhe
crops which has been enjoying government
patronage since independenee on account
of its growing inlernal consumption which
cxceeded the production as carly as 1948 as
well as strategic commercial importance
{George et of, 1988). Efforts to increase

planting Subsidy Scheme, 1957 and 1979
New Planting Sobsidy Scheme, which were
finally merged in to an integrated Rubber
Flantation Developmenl Scheme, 1980,
However, the resultant increase  in area
under NR cultivation (425%) and produc-
tion (1153%} between 1955-56 and 1989-90
could it moect the steadily  increasing
mternal demand leading to dependence on

production consisted of exlensive cultiva-
tion of NE in non-tradional arcas under
the inikative of the Rubber Board and
public sector corparations, increasing pro-
ductivity by pepularising high yielding
clones and a favourable price policy. Finan-
clal incentives were provided by the Ro-

imports of NE.

It is in this backdrop that 0@ Rubber
Board introduced a scheme of input subsi-
dies in T986-87, with the short-term objec-
tive of increasing yicld in the dominant
smallholdings sector by madifving  the
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