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Threc vears trinls on sereening of ditforen| lupgicides indicated thut methoxyethy] mereury ello-
tiche, Lhivaim, oxycarboxin, carbendaxim, thiophanate methyl and propiccoazole were efective i
checking dey rot discase of rubber angd were superior v Bordeaus peste,  Comparison of two
curriers for fumgicides viz., pidivyl eompound snd pereoleuns wound dressing compound indicated
a significant ruperiorily of the latter.  The interaction belween fungicide and carrier was slso
gignificant.  Theorporating the lungicide 1 petrolenm compound and applying 1¢ the affected
area wis as eflective as applying fungicide selution followed by subscquent application of peliro-

leuny cranpound.
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INTRODUCTION

D1y rov disesse camsed by the fungus
Ustuling deusta (1ollm. ex Fr) Lind. was of
less prominence in  rubber plantations of
South [ndia, Heowever, in recemt vears Lhe
occurrence of this disease bad been on the
increase and a larpe number of wees was
lost due to the lack of timely  dotection
(Fig. 1) and treatmeni. Varghese {1971} con-
ducted imoculation stodics and observed. 1hat
deep wounds resulted in significanily more
mfections than medium or light wounds.
He reported  that  imfection  occurred
through leateels and  moribund  Toot
initials. Bordcaux pasie was wsed by nlau-
lers for comtrolling the disease.  However,
under moderate to high Jiscuse incidence and
high raiptall condirions, this fungicide did not
provide adeguate control. T order o lind
out cffective fungicides, suitable carriers and
appropriate method of application, wnder
South Indian condinony, trials weree carnicd
oul from 1985-86 to 1987-88, in an cstate

¥

where an owl-break of this disease in a
large ures wus reporied. The resulis arc
presenfed im Lhis paper.

MATERIALS AN METHODRS
(n) Screening of fungicides

Five fungicides, viz., mcthoxyerhyl mer-
cury chloride (MEMC 0,015 per cont a.i),
Bordsaux pasie, wridemorph (1 per cet a.1.),
thitam (0,73 per cent a.i.), and oxycarboxin
(0.5 per cent a.i) were screencd for their
efficacy in checking the disease, Each [un-
gicide was applied wt the jnfectad Lot wler
removing the decayed bark and wood. On
dryimg, 2 wound drossing peiroloum eom-
pound (WDC) was applied over the cat sur-
face, WDC, applicd aloue afier washing the
cut surface with water, served as the control.
Lach treatment was applicd on 15 treey and
the treavments were imposed during Septem-
ber gach yeur.




