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The pertormance of 21 wild Hever germplasm acoessions was cvaluated under biotic and zbictic stress
conditions in the sub-Himalayan West Bengal at the Experimental Stalion of Rubber Research Instituta of
India, Nagrakata, [alpaipuri, Wesl Bengal, Assessment of these genatypes for vield and other secandary
characters has indivated superiority of one accession, RO 3363, for yield. Both test tap yield for throe yoars
and nermal tapping for two years showed stability. The rest of the germplasm accessions were infanor to
the control clemg KRIL 105, The accession ROY 3172 was the mast vigorous and had the highest girth, girth
increment and mumber of tappable trees, though Lhe yield was very tow, The accersion AC 1950, though
showing fairly gond yield, did not have good bark thickness and girth. Cnly three accessions showed
tolerance to Chidium feaf discase. even aflar sulphur dvsting. Selected genotypes might be used lor future
breeding programme.
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INTRODUCTION

The genetic base of cuttivated Herea in
the Fast is presently limited to the few

of sustainability in adverse situations. The
wild germplasm from the Amazon basin was
introduced into India for widening the

seedling trees survived from Lhe original
callection from the Amazonian rain forests
n Braxil (Wycherley, 1968; Allen, 1984), From
this small base, remarkable vicld
improvement has been achieved (Varghese,
1992). However, development of crop
varieties folerant/resistant to different biotic
ancd abiatic stresses is inevitable in achieving
the twin goals of high crop productivity and

genetic basce of rubber.

Rubbor cultivation has been extended to
non-traditional and marginal lands Jike the
north - eastern states, wherc it is exposed to
various biotic and abiotic stress situations,
Thus, development of genotypes suitaBle for
specific regions attains importance. With this
in view, a few wild Hevea germplasm
accessions were planted in Nagrakata,
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