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T u secund phase evaluacion of 80 sclected wild accessions of Hever brasifienses i the 1981 [RREE Brazilian
gerplasm colletion escablisbicd au the Rubber Research Lostituce of Endia, girth, barle thickness, 1oral number of
lacex vessel rows, densivy of ladeifers and rest rap yicld ac che age of four years were snelivd. RRIT 105, a popular
clone, was used a5 conmrol. The arepssions showed sranistically sisnificane differences for ail che fve eraics in the early
growth phase. 1n general, the wild accessions were poor vielders except far onc from Mato Grosso, MTVITS - 28/
207, with wield (9,72 gioft), comparable to RETD 305 (940 /0. Crrerain accessions showed early girching and
liumger bules with bigh bt fear branches, which are indicacions of imber prodluction peceaual. The accessions frotn
Mato Grosse, in general, continted to be superior in che carly phase of further evaluation alse. Among the top 25 per
cent of the wild necessions ranked using rank sum method based on the poaled performance forall e lve characecrs,
0 per cent were from Matn Grossn. Mos ol the accessions identified carlier a5 superior for yield and other
secondary characrers were ranked hish,
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INTRODUCTION

conservarory representing accessions from
Acre, Rondonia and Mate Grosso prov-

The wild sermplasm of Hevea
drarifiensiv 15 the basic raw material for the
current cIop imMprovement programme to
meet the future demands of the NR indus-
try. Considering ¢he urgent need for broad-
ening the narrow genetic base of Herea, the
Internadonal Rubber Rescarch and Devel-
opment Board {IRRDB) made considerable
cfforts in building up fresh germplasm col-
lection representing che centre of diversity
in Brazil during 1981 (Allen, 1984). Char-
acterization and prehminary evaluadon are
the basic needs for utilization of the supe-
ticee wild accessions fran this eollection. Two
hundred wild accessions grown in an ex sfe

enances were subjected to preliminary evalu-
ation of which 80 promising ones were iden-
tified based on their superior performance
for individual craits. The presene paper repons
the results of the second sty evaluation of these
acoessions on Lhe basis of some morphological
and bark structural characters obscrved ar the age
of four years. An arternpt to assess the parformance
of these accessions in the early growth phase has
aso been made, -
MATERIALS AND METHODS

The material consisted of 80 wild ac-
cessintis selected on the basis of a prelimi-
nary evaluation. “L'hese included 22, 20 and

Correspondense: .E Reghu (REraail: reghu@rubberboard wngin)




