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“ The vecurrence vf purple mot disease caused by Helloofusidium compoclun Foedijn is reporied

fur the first time on ribber in India. The attack is mainly on nursery plants oceasionally leading
ie: their mortality. The presence of distinet fruiling bodies yirdling the coflar repiun, purple

coloured hungal growth on root surface and ad ventitious Toot lormation are the distingaishing

[ealures of the dissase,
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INTRODUCTION

Purple root discase caused by
Relicobasidium campactum Bocdijn has been

reported from Africa, Asia, Austealia and -

South America. Tk has been considered as an
important tree pathogen in Europe. The
fungus as a parasite can colonise a wide
range of host planis belonging to varions
familics. Tt was also found to grow
saprophytically and living cven on the
underside of concrete blocks {(Reid, 1975),

FPurple root disease of rubber caused
by H. compactum was first reported in 1921
{Snowden, 1921). Boedijn and Stcinman
{1930} observed development of the fruiting
body of the fungus even on the tapping
panel of a rubber tree in Dutch East Lndies.
An epidemic due to purple root discase was
also reported from the region (Van der
Crorot, 1936). Severn incidence of this disease
on rubber was noticed during 1935, 1938
and 1939 In Java and Tndenesia (De Flaiter,
1939). Twple root disease is reported to

destroy rubber seedlings in isolatdd patches
in El Palmar (Martin, 1947}, Tn China, violat
(purple) root discasc is reported to be one
of the major root diseases and is found to
mfect and destroy rubber plants of ali age
groups (Zhang et al., 1990; Zhang and Chee,
1489 and b}, :

The fungus, H. compcton, is a famil-
iar pathogen In India attacking large number
of weeds, shrubs and trees like Asparagns
spp., Centrosema pubescens,  Chromolagna
odvrata, cotfee, tea and jack, Though the
pathogen is quite common in rubber grow-
ing areas in India, it was not reported to
cause any disease on rubber. The present
paper is the first report of occurrence of the
purple root disease on rubber in India.

-
SYMPTOMATOLOGY

The discase was noticed in a badly
maintained nursery and it did not cause
much harm te the plants in spite of its
presence. Oocurrence of sparse crowns and




