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DIFFUSION AND ADOITION OF INNOVATIONS 1IN RUBBER
SMALLHOLDINGS
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The study, conducted during T9H) covering 480 smallgrowers in Kottavam distict, revealed that
97 per cent of the sample growcors planted the done RRID 105, Among e, 26 per cent did
not spray himgicides {or {he control of abnormal leaf fall disease, Fortysix por cont of the groiwors
woere found ta adopt dally tepping of rees. The percentage of growers whe depended on other
growers Foe varlous techindeal Inowledge ranged from 22 o35 The prometion of bchoalogical
dualism and a resowroe based classiflication of groswrers wora sugpested for the effectve transfer
of techpology. '
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INTRODUCTION Vaikom, Meenachil, Kanjirappaity,
Kottayvam and Changanacherry taluks of
Kottavam district {Kerala, India).  The
study was confined 1o lthe smallholdings
only. By simple random sampling tech-
nique 480 smallgrowers were selected and
interviewed using a well stmictured and
pretested proforma during 1980,

The generation and adoption of nesw
technology is nocessary [or increasing pro-
ductivity of crops with Lhe given resources.
However, adoption of a technology must
e preceeded by technology diffusion. Sys-
tematic sludies are essential to asscss the
cxtent of adoption of new techmelogics by
the growers. The objectives of the study To study Lhe actual stand per ha and
WETE: spacing acdopted in samllholdings, three

i. To assess the extent of awarcness  ¥112ges (Mundakayam, Erumely South and

and adoption of scientific aspects Erumely North) growing rubber tradibion-

of rubber cultivation and process- ally were selecked. Data pertaining to all
ing by the smallgrowers; and the three hundred and seventy subsidy files
3 , ’ of these villages for 1985-"89 and 19§9-°90

11. Tﬂ‘ ﬁtud}r thE T'[\Ed 1a FI'EFET'E"CE" 'Df p]anti_ng SEAR0N, Were Cnllmtud_ .

the growers for technical knowl-

edg. The tme series data regarding Lhe
. extent of adoption of high vielding cdones
METHODOLOGY were gathered from the Regional Office,

The arcas selected for the study were  alai and  Erattupetta covering the
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