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A comparative study of the thuzosphere microbial population of [Hesen grown either as monooop
o along with other ntercrops was Girried out. Enumeration of snil samples tnr bactetia, Rungi,
aclinmriyectes and phusphobacteria indicaled higher tokal micrubial pepulations in thizosphere
of [ frwen wnder atercopping but e ot varied with the Irpe of interemp. The VAM culonization
and the number of phosphobacteria harboured were more in the conks of Heovea under
inbeteropplnge.
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INTRODUCTION

Rhizosphere of plants consists of a
consortium of microvrganisms, which
include symbionts and saprophytes capable
of imparting bencficial effects on plants,
They play a major role in the availability and
uptake of nutrients, production of plant
growth regulators, antibiotics, siderophores
and also influence lhe growth and
morphology of roots. Various organic
substances and erganic acids arc excreted by
plant roats into the rhizosphere and they
form a rich source of nutrients for the
microbial community. Nature and amount
of substances excreted by the root is

dependent on plant species, age, etc. (Bowen
and Rovira, 1976}, The practice of
mtercropping is being Jollaowed recently in
Hewver planiations to got more income by
utilising the vacant spaces between rows of
standimg trees. I has been ubserved that
Flevea under intercropping registered a better
growth than as monocrop (Jessy et l., 1996).
Intercropping with different types of crops
might have altered the nutritionad status
of the rhizosphere of Hevez. A comparative
study of rhizosphere microbial population
of Hewveg under different intercrops and as
monocrop was carried out to acertain
their role.




