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Lu & comparcative stody it was olserved thar the dry matter producton of one year old Pueraria phasevlordes Bendiwas
higher thao dha of Missma brecteata [1.C. of the same ape. From dhe second year onwards the dry matrer production
wus hipher loc ML brarteata Dy marer production was the maximuun in the second year for both P phareebide (5,446
tiha) and M. breceans (7.62 thhal. The M, 1 K. Ca and Mg connenis of P phareodsides was 174,17, 13,08, 103.84,
65.35 and 18,03 kyfha respectively while it was 236,21, 15.21, 7908, 3371 and 14.57 kgfha respectively for A

PR,
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The beneficial effects of leguminous
covers on growth and yicld of rubber {fHeres
braiifiensis) have been well documenced
{(Watson, 1901, 1963; Watson ez 2f, 1904;
Marhow et 4., 1989; Punnoose e af., 1994).
Cover crops help o improve physico-chemi-
cal properdes of soil, rv.-:m]ting I 4 MOTC
favourable soil environment for root growth
and preliferation {(Watson, 1237; Soong and
Yap, 1976). They also add a large quantiry
of lierer to the soil, which on bielogical deg-
radation and mineralisation forms huomus,
The nacure, quancry and chemical compo-
sition of the dry matter produced varies with
the cover crops and it influences the soil fer-
cility (Jeevaratnam, 1961). P phascoloides

and M. bracteata are the more pﬂpu]ar CoveEr

crops grown in rubber plencations in India.
The growth characters, nndulation and ni-
trogen hixaton of M. fracteats have been
studied (Kothandaraman e «f, 1987). The
comparative ethiciency of M. bracteata and P
phasealoides on soil nutriene enrichment,
bullding up of microbial population and on
soif muisture status have also been reported
(Kothandaraman ez 2, 1989). However,
their efficiency in dry matter production and
nutrient accumulation over years has not
been established. Hence a study was taken
up for quantifying the dry marter produc-
tion and nurtrient accumularion by £
phaseoloider and M. bracreara from the first
to the fifth year of growth,
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