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Molecular charackeristios of 20 iselates of Caryeesporg cegsiicol from 16 differont [nootions of
bwa rubber growing slates of snuthern India oz, Kerala and Karnataka, were invesbgatoed
uging randam amplilied polvmotrphic DNA (RAPD) mackers. RAPD analysis clearly indicaled
Lhe exislence ol al least seven different genotypes of C. crssifendn. Considerable penetic variations
were detected among the Kerala isolates and three of fhem, ELOL/YF, KL04 /95 and KL0& /S
Y7 showed completely different RAPD peofiles dmomm others with each of Lhe primess ik
Mutative vimlence specific BEAPD profile of Crrpogmora was identilied amonge the isolates where
the disease became eprdemic in Karmatuka,  Oenetic relationships wene established among
the Corprospora isolobes.
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INTRODUCTION

Corynespera cassticola (Berk. & Curt.)
Wei. causing Coryrespove leal disease was
recognized earlier as a weak pathogen on
Hewine brasiliensis (Ramakrishnan and Pillai,
1961; Ellis and Holliday, 1971). Tt became
a major palthogen in South and South-East
Asian rubber growing countries since 1930
and the discase atlained an epidernic scale
affecting vast areas of rubber plantations
in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and
Thailand {Jaceb, 1997). In 5ri Tanka, the
disease developed into devastating propor-
tions affecting about 4600 ha of rubber

plantations (Liyanage et al., 1989; Jayasinghc
and Silva, 1996). C. cassticole was reported
for the first time in India in 1958 as a
pathogen on Hevea (Ramakrishnan and
Piflai, 1961}, Simee then the disease has been
observed In various parts of Kerala and
Earnataka states. Generally, Corynespira
infeclion appears on a mild scale, confined
to the nursery seedlings and bu#wood
plants. Incidence of Corynespora infection
on mahire trees, causing severe damage, has
been reported recently from Karnataka
{Rajalakshmi and Kothandaraman, 1996).
This disease 1= of serious concern as high




