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The vield poendial of 18 Heves érasificnsis clones were evaluared over the first ten years of tapping under continuous
rapping gpsuee (without rest) in Assam, Morth Fast India. Secondary aereitnates like TPE, clear bole volume, wind
damage and tolerance wo powdery mildew discase of ehese clones were also evatuaced. RRIC 102 showed the highest
girth in immature stage, closcly followsd by RRIC 103, while the lowest girch was abserved in GGl 1. RRIC 102
exhibited the highest girth incremeny afiee dhe commencement of tapping and during marure stage. RRIM 600 had
the highese yield (35.91 gh over the first wen years of tapping followed by PB 311 (31.08 ¢). Yield was less for all the
eighreen clones duting winter months (December to March) characiecised by low remperature, combined wich
wintering und retpliavion seresses. High dry rubber conrenc (DRC) of latey was obyerved in all che clones from May
1o Angnst, while it was low in December and Jannary. Yield goe stabilized by six yerrs of tapping. The projecied
commmercial vield (kgfhatyear) over che first ren years of rapping indicated that HRIM GO0 ranked first (2034 kg)
followed by PB 311 (1804 kg). The pocenrial vield of RRIT 183, {the popular clone in che traditional reace) was anly
1580 kg'ha'yrar in the experimental location, '
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INTRODUCTION
There 15 a growing demand for nace-
ral rubber in India and non-availability of

affeces the growth and increascs the gesta-
tion period by one or two jrears as compared
to the taditional zone. Therefore, it is nec-

potential fand for further expansion of this
crop in the tradiconal rubber growing re-
gion of South West India, the cultivation has
been extended o the non- traditional areas
of INorth East {NE) India. The north-easc-
ern vegion has been idenobied as one of the
mnst potential non-traditional tracts suicable
for rubber plantacion, the major agro-cli-
matic constraint for growth and productiv-
ity of rubber here is the low temperature
during winter (December to February) which

essary to evolve location-specific clones for
North East India. Very limited information
15 available on the effect of agro-climare on
growth and vicld of rubber (Hevea
brasifiensis) clones in this region (Scthuraf ef
af, 1989; Vined e af, 1996; Mondal et 2£,
1993). The present study was tak®n up to
evaluare the growth and vyield of 18
H.  brasiliensis clones under the prevailing
agto-clitmatic conditions of Assam in NE
lndia.
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