Faclian fournal of Natural Rubber Research, 11{1&2): 1-7, 1995

OCCURRENCE OF PERICONIA LEAF BLIGHT DISEASE ON
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The incidence and severity of leal blight discase of Hepen Irasiliensis Muelf. A caused by
Perfconia heocag Stevenson & Imle were studied] over a period uf fowr consecubive years from
1950 in threw locations (Bwa in Assam opd one in Meghatayal High incidence and severity
of the disease was nuticed in January-Tebruary which decreased abruplly Hwreafter in all the
three localions. Temperature ranging 15-25'C, cool nights, dew and relative humidity around
90 per qent favoured developmont of the disease, The aptimum femperature for the growth
of the fungal pathogen was 25'C and the pathogen exhibited very little prowth at 10°C and
ArC fa wtre studies revealad carbendazim (0.1% af) to be superior to mancezeb {0.2% ai

i checking the growth of the pathogen, These fungivides provedd b be effective undenfiald
condilinng also,
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INTRODUCTION

Fericownia leal blight discase is known
to cause severe damuge to the leaves of
rubber in Brazil, China and Thailand
(Ellis, 1971; TRRDB, 198%; Shufen et al.,, 1992).

disease is at present confined only to
North-Fast Tndia, where the climatic
factors are very congendal for growth of
the pathogen. The pathogen may quickly

In the North-East India where plantations
uf natural rubber (Heten brasifiensis) were
started about four decades ago, the inci-
dence of leaf blight disease caused by
Periconig lteveae Stevenson & Tmle was
reported for the fissttime by Mehrotra (1988)
in rubber secdling nurseries at Rani,
Meghalaya. This disease was also observed
a vear later in & nursery of the Rubber
Research Institute of India research farm
at Sorutari, Assam. The incidence of this

build up incculum petential as it
sporufates abundantly on Heees and also
on Stercidia vevsicolor, a widely distributed
forest tree species in the region (Mchrotra
et al., 1985) and thus may pose a serious
threat to the rubber nurseries in this %egion.
As no detailed sclentific reports are avail-
able en this disease in India, the present
investigation was taken up to elucidate the
disease incidence and severity, epidemiol-
ogy and control measures.




