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Eleven clones of Hevea brasiliensic were evaluared in g large-scale field erial ac Keeriparat in the Thovalai Taluk of
Kanyakumari Districtin India. The Jones showed significanc vaciarions in castilty dhue to sun-scorch, juvenile girch,
surly tappabiliy, girth at opening, mean girth increment aver five juvenile vears, bark chickness, number of Jaex
vessel rows and test tap yield. The clones showed high vaziability for sub scorch casualey. This traic was also
negatively correlated wich growth ateibutes and cest tap yield reoorded afrer the incidence of sun scorch, The clones
IRCA 111 2nd I'B 314 were found suitable for the area with respecr to estblishment, growth, carly rappabilicy and
sicial yield. PB 2533 and IRCA 230 were also promising clones in terms of establishment, growth and bark
chatacters. Ne incidence of pink discase was observed in this trial. The corrrol clone RRII 105 was ranked low for
st of the characters evalugred,
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INTRODUCTION cultivation, Thovalai raluk, lying in berween

Kanyakumari District of Tamil Nadu
at the southern tip of peninsular India is con-
sidered as a traditional rubber belt. It con-
sists of four taluks (regions} namely
Vilavancade, Kalkulam, Thovalai and
Agastheeswaram. The agroclimate of
Vilavancode and Kalkulam ralules is more
suitable for rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) culti-
vation and these regions are well known for
high yield. The occurrence of Phyrophthora
and pink discases is very rare in these regions
which adds to their suitabilicy.
Agastheeswaram is not suitable for rubber

the highly fertle Kalkulam and the semi-
arid Agastheeswaram raluks, represents an
agroclimate in between these two.
Moderate rain {around 1500 mm
annually) and prolonged soil moisture stress
during post-monsoon season make the
agroclimate of Thovalai distinct from other
rubber growing areas, Summer scason is
characterized by a long durztion of sunshine,
high day remperature and low atmospheric
humidity, The high velocity wind lashing
from the horrer regions of the nerthern dis-
tricts is considered as an additional con-
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