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LOW FRUIT SET IN HEVEA BRASILITNSIS IN TRIFURA :
IMPLICATIONS OF FLORAL ATTRIBUTES
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INTRODUCTION

Fruit snd seed set, very vital for
cornventional breeding of any crop species,
are dependent on a mulbtade of fackors Like
Eminy and synchrony of flowering, potlina-
tion wwd  fertilization,  Acceptance or
non-aceepfance at Jifferent levels of
recognition (i, stigima, sivle and ovary)
during, pollination and ferilizaiwvnm also
willld be crucial for fruil sel per s (Owens
ol oal,, 19y,

Three main problems confronted by
Heoea bregders are seasonal nature of flow-
ering, lack ol synchrony iy flowering amuony:
selecled parent clones and low fruit sct,
During contralled pollination , the sueoeds
rite varies from vear to vear with »oeffi-
clent of variation of 13 per cent (Clement-
Demunge of ., 1995)% Hevea normally vakes
34 voars to attain reproductive stage - a
phase valled ripeness to floweer - similar to
olher {ropical trees . i close similarity o
clher frapical species [Owons, 19910, the




