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Yield of Hevea hrwsiifnisis Miell, Arg (clone RRIO 103 ovar a perind of three years under thicd
daily (d/3, fourth daily (d7/4) and weekly {0/7) muencies of tapping of hall spiral cuts with
dillferent breguencies of ethephon application [simolation) were cumpared with that of
urgtimulaled Lees under alteriatedaily fapping (d /2). lapping underd /3 frequency was injurious
and requlbed] i yielkd depressionin the third vear. Tapping underd /3 frequency with stimulation
resudrod 0 high vield of 7382 by fha for three yvears, Comparable vield coudd be achisved vnder
d /4 fragquend v of tapping with appropriale slimulalion. Thens was ekt depression undor weckly
tapping in the first lwe years. Tn the thied year yield responses under weekly tapping were
carmparable b those af d /3 and d A4 iequencies of t pping., The low vield under d /7 frequency of
tapping in the newdy apaied trees canbe overcome by increased froquency of stimulation. Under
d/F Mteguency of tpping, maximum response 10 stimulabion was observed when it was done
botwoen 48 - 72 1 befone tapping. Thus the low froquency tapping systems including weekly
tapping can be successfully adopted in India without compromising produclion.
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INTRODUCTION

Heven brasilicnsis Muell. Arg. (Para
rubber] is the most important commercial
spuree of natural rubber (NE). Land
productivity ot rubber plantation is
governad by the genctype of the tree, stand
prer hectare, ntensity of exploitation and
many other factors. Hevea clones are
gencrally calegorized into slow, inedium and
fasl melabolisers (Gohet ¢t af., 1991},
Froquency of tapping recommended {or
miedium metabolizing clones like GT 1, and
RRIM 600 is alternale daily (Vijayakumar
¢t nl, 20013, On account of high incidence
of lapping panel dryness [1FPD), the
frequency of lapping recommended for
high vielding fast metabiolizing clones like
RRIT 105, PB 235 and PB 2600 is third daily

(d/3) {Gohet ef gf., 1941; Sulochanamima
cf @l., 1993; Vijavakumar et ql., 2001).

Gohet et al. (1991} 1eported thal
productivity of high vielding clones can be
further enhanced wilhoul any adverse cffect
by judicivus yield stimulation under d /3
frequency of tapping. Under such tapping
systeml, meoderate stimulation (rom the
opening onwards does not cause any harmiful
effecteven in the long run. However, {orclone
RRII 185, the most popular one in India, only
limited information is available on
stimulation requirement under d /3 frduency
of tapping. From block fevel experiments in
clone EEIlL 105 in different astates,
Vijayakumar e al. (2001) reported significant
and sustainable yield increase from thied daily
tapping by limited number of stimulations.




