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Corynespera leak fall {CLF) disease caused by Crimymespora cassiicely (Derk & Curt) Wed, is ciurren thy
considered as one of the major leaf diseases of Hemea Brasilicrsds in South and South Bast Asian
countrics. Chemical control of dis dissse by high volume spraying in malure plantations is ex-
prnsive. Field experiments were conducted from 1998 to 2040 b assess the etficacy of oil-dispers-
bl and dust fungicide formulations in eantrolling the discase. Four oil-dispersible fungivides vz,
mangozel 75 % powder, maneczel 50 % lquid, ropper oxvehloride (COC) 56 % powder and
mancazeh M %+ COC 15 % (mixed powder) and three dust fungicides ez hexaconazole %
carbendazim 1.5 % and trdemorph 1.5 % were tasted. Manenaeh 75 % powder and manooeeh
liquid farmulatioms were found to be more effective Lrcatrments ameng the onl-dispersible fungs -
cldes. LOC 56 % 01 and mancozeh - COC mixed formulations atso gave significant conteol of
the disease. Hesaconazode 2% and carbendazien 1.5 % were found to be superior amang the dust
formudations. Dusing dering refoliation peried is mare advantagenus fur controlling CLE discase
as compared to spraying of vil-dispecsible fungicides.
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INTRODUCTION

Corynespara cassiicoly {Berk &Curt.)
Wei. is the fungal pathogen cavsing
Corynespora leaf fall {CLF) discase in rub-
ber trees (Heoea brasiliensis). The diseasenor-
mally appears during refoliation periad by
miecting the new flushes and subsaquently
causes die-back of young branches if infec-
tion 1s severe, The disease irncidence was
earlicr reported to be confined ta polybag
nurseries and young plantations (Pillay et
al., 1980). However, 38 a new epidenuc, CLF
has crnerged as onc of the major leaf dis-
cases of rubber in South and South Fast Asia.
Severe economic lnss due to widespread
incidence of the disease has been reported
from Sri Lanka (Liyanage et af., 19913, Indo-
nesia {Sinulingga et al,, 1996) and Malaysia
(Kamar, 1994),

In India, the disease was reported in
tubber nurserics as early as 1958

(Ramakriskman and Pillay, 1961) and later
in ymmature and maluare plantations
{George and Edathil, 1980}, During 1996, it
was reported 16 ocour in serious dimensions
in eight to nine-year-old plantations in the
Hevea Breeding Sub-Station of the Rubber
Research Institute of India at Nettana,
Kamataka (RRT, 1997). Since then, inten-
sity of the diseasc has increased in the rub-
ber growing areas of Southern Karnataka
and the adjoining arcas of Kerala. Chemi-
cal control by using water-based fungicides
has becn recommended for the disease man-
agement in nurseries and younger planta-
tiens (Fillay ef al, 1980). Owing to #he re-
quirement of repeated application, difficulty
In spraying on tall trees and high cosl in-
volved, spraying of water-based fungicides
in mature plantalions is not generally rec-
ommended. Considering these, the present
Investigation was undertaken to evaluate




