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RUBBER GROWING SOILS OF SAQ PAULO, BRAZIL
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The physical, chemival and mineralogical characteristics of snifs in the weskern region of the St
of Sao Paula (Paulista Upland), where the largest numiner of eubbwe planlations i Beas] i
concentrabixd, are descritwad, Bubber trses (Hepeg brasiliensis huell Arg.y are plantwd in dysteophie
and alic Nark Red Latosol, medium texters (Hapluskos) and in dystrophic and evtrophic abnapt
Podeolic Red-Yellow, 1b, soil, sand fimedium lexhure, The high effeclive depth, wlich |rmts

goead water retention, is favourable fur rubber ¢

ulrure. The wmajor LimitaHons of these sails are Lhe

Uy nrignt content of Latosols (i laplus ox) and the high susceptibiliby Lo crosion of Fadzolie snils
(Kanhaplustalt). These limilations may be compensated for by Fertilizing and luning and by using

conservalion rwasures.
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INTRODUCTION

The history of natural rubber in
Brazil has had an important effect on the
situation in this part of the world. This is
particudarly so because nattonal and inter-
national pressures about conservation of
the Amazon forests are conslantly growing.
In Brazil, rubber irees are native to the
Amazon forest, from where they propa-
galed to the tropical and substropical re-
gioig of Africa and Asia (Martinand Arruda,
1993}, However, starting in 1990, the su-
premacy of Brazilian production originat-
ing {rom native rubber plantations ended,
with & growing predominance of produc-
ton in the cultivated rubber plantations,
eapecially in the Cenlre-West and South -
East regions of the country. Ortoland ef al.,
(1982) prepared a charl of agroclimatic
suitability for Lhe regional culture of rubber
- trees in Braril and reported that the Paulista
Upland is a preferential region, with satis-
[actory thermal and hydric conditions, with
a real annual evaporation of maore than 900
mmum, an anmual water deficiency of upto 200

. 1

mm and relative humidity of 50 ko &0 PET
cent during the driest month. On this basis,
the region is cansidered tu escape from
occiwrence of leafl disease (Micracyclns wlei),
In 1993, the Stale of Sao Taulo produced
about Z7 per cent of Bravilian nuatural
rubber,with approximately 13,270,000 trees
m a cullivated area of 36,257 ha, thus
reaching the postion of the largest producer
among Bragilian states. Approximately %0
per cenl of the rubber plantations in the
state of Sao Pawlo are coneentrated in six of
the thirleen agricultural arcas of the State
(Martin and Arruda, 1993).

The major area of rubbier tee culture
in the Stute of Sao Paulo is that of $ao Preto
(42 per cent of all plantations), followed by
Barretos (14 per ¢ent), Aracatuba (13 [T
cent}, Marilia (9 per cent), Bawru and Presi-
dente Prudente (7 per cent cach). These
rubber producing regions are located in
West Sao Paule State, aregion & oo pho-
logically douninated by the Paulista Upland.

In a report an dbe availability of accas
tor rubber culture in e State of Sao FPaulo,




