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Tl posaililivy of zntercropping cinnamon (Cirnaramaen verem, with cubber (Meven Sracilivnsti) planed wids e
standarcl inter row spacing of ¥, Lo was skamined. Measuwrements of light availabilicy and oo length densicy nf bath
the craps in cae inter row space and the cinnamon bark vicld and s compeonenis were recorded Gor eigin vears. TAR
rransmisston from e rabber canepy inco the middle ol dhe fower iow was seduced e 2006 per cent by eighth year,
Thelmgeh donsier of fing cootz (RLD in cm! 1000 cn®) of rubber b the biver raw ingreased from 6.4 in che thicd year
o 175.8 in the l:ip!hl'h AL L inIClchpP:d p]{:-l.\: wliile those of Lol 1:[-::!:1 tncresser] from 77,7 o 1385, RLD of
cinnaman o inececrapped plocs dececased drom 31K in rhe chivd year e 33.5 in che cighth vear, Length per stick,
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Ly the eaghih vear The dey oueer conent of bark wag highest {9.358M) when the light level was abowe 60 per cenc
Adiverae el ul peur ligh svailabilive snd competicen from rubber on cinnamon ac this spacing by fifth vear were
I'."'t'il:{ =Tk
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INTRODUCTION

such as colfee. cocoa, pepper and crrdomom

Rubbor is one of the most impoertant
plantation crops in S Lanka in terms of for-
eign exchange earpiogs and employment
generation (Ministry ot Plantacdion Indus-
tries, 2003). A new planding of rubber rakes
about five years to reach mature tappable
stage. ‘L'his is a period of investment wich
no rerurns to fanmern. Oecureence of rain re-
duces the mumber af tapping days resulting
in low annual yiclds. Price fluctuation of raw
rubber also afteets the ndustry. In order w
tide over such adversities muany larmers plant
cither shori-term full-sunlight requiring
crops such as banana, passion fruiv and veg-
etables, or shade-toleranc perennial crops

in the inter row space of rubber (Rodrigo,
2001).

Cinnamon is also a high-income ex-
port crop usually grown as a2 menocrep or
under the shade of larger trees in home gar-
dens in 5ri Lanka. Ac each harvest, usually
dong annually, shoors with brown stem are
remaoved and the batk peeled ouwt, Abou five
plants are grown in each planting point and
due to continuous coppicing, the wild cin-
naman rrees are mainoined as bushe® wich
many shoots of ditferent ages.

In intercropping cinnamon with reb-
ber, the competicion with rubber tree for
highe becames 2 mamn concern, Though
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